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“When we give of ourselves, we gain the most.”
-Unknown

Great quote! A sacrifice made for the bettermérsiomneone else is a gift that, by its
definition, is seldom acknowledged. But througbsth silent acts, we experience our greatest
growth.

For the past several years as a principal, | haa#lenged parents to become actively involved
in their child’s education through participationschool events. Specifically, | asked parents
to consider participating in the PTA, parent infatian nights, and parent coffees. | must say
that | have been impressed with the level of paremtivement at May Watts School. Many
positive indicators abound this school year. Thgmk for your participation in the Meet &
Greet activity and the Ice Cream Social. The P3 A very vibrant organization, concerned
about the children. In addition, they have sumplielunteers to our school programs and food
for our teachers. Our first Market Day was a sascdt’'s been a wonderful 2 years at Watts!

Please know that | am very grateful for your pgptiion. In a very busy world, your atten-
dance requires sacrifice and schedule manipulafi@ur mere presence sends a very power-
ful message to your child regarding the importasicgchool. Your input, feedback and sug-
gestions contribute to the greater good of the@chOur tough economy has put new de-
mands on parents. | know that it is difficult &me parents to volunteer in the traditional
manner. We have attempted to accommodate busgdelsaevith night parent conferences. |
am hoping that each of you can visit our school twithree times this year in some capacity.
Come to your parent conference, visit us at Opemsepand enjoy the Fun Fair and Health
Fair, or volunteer if possible.

Beginning at the next General PTA membership mgetmNovember 16th, | will be con-
ducting parent coffees at 6:00 PM. The parenteasfiwill be very informal. Although I will
always be prepared to share some information regatde school and it operations, the meet-
ings are always a time to ask questions and squetnbrs. The meeting will end promptly at
7:00 PM.

As always, please feel free to contact m
or call me if | can be of any assistance tf=
you or answer any questions. From thef

bottom of my heart, thank you for break
ing down the doors! You are reaching f@ s
the stars. | know that your child, our @
school, and the community will benefit! &

Michael Raczak
May Watts Principal
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The annual PTAReflectiondProgram has begun. May Watts has always
been a school with a record of outstanding pasicin.

The purpose oReflectiongs to encourage creative expression among our
students in literature, musical composition, phacapf@y, visual arts, dance/
choreography and film/video productioiihe theme for the 2009/2010
school year is "Beauty is....."

Entries will be judged on originality, creativitgnd artistic merit. All
projects must be received on or before the endtuda Friday, October 9,
2009. A collection bin for entries will be availake in the front hallway
beginning September 25th.

All those participating will be invited to a Recagon Ceremony on
Monday, October 26, 2009 where each student wilike a certificate of
merit and ribbon for their work.

If you have questions, please contact me at (630)1%89 or
sam_tami@att.netYou can also find information on the District42@ebsite,
www.ipsd.org

Tami Wagener
Reflections Chair

_. Our major Fall Fundraising campaign has
' come to an end. Thank you to everyone
» who participated.

ODUN \RXU

Funds raised will be used for many activi-
ties at May Watts throughout the year. FDOHQGDU IRU

These activities include Art Awareness,
2" Edition/T™ Edition and Kinder Press, Family Math 7TKXUVGD\ 2FWREHU
and Science Nights, Helping Hands, Watts On The $XURUD 5 W DQG

Move, Walk to School and many social activitieshsuc
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as %" Grade Farewell and the Ice Cream Social. The KDYL Q J OD\ DWWV 1LJK

PTA would not be able to provide these wonderfal pr
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grams without your help. RXU VFKRRO ZLOO UHFHLYH
Please remember: &EXOYHU =V VDOHYV LQFP XG
Order pick up day is Monday, November §' from

6:00pm to 7:00pm WK U X 6R MRLQ WKH HDF
Thank you again for all your RWKHU 0D\ :DWWV IDPLOJLHV
hard work to make this

fundraiser a success. DQG D FKDQFH WR JHW RJF

Colleen Wronski

Fall Fundraiser Chair
(630) 357-1505
bishop@bishlev.com
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This year, Project S.H.A.R.E. is partnering with. i@mmens
on the “Art for Heroes” project. At the end of $&pber, we
shipped six care packages to our adopted Marifibs.care
packages included over 100 Halloween cards, drasaang
letters made by ourSgraders along with a large assortmen
beef jerky, individual drink mix packets, and ba#y cards. A
very big THANK YOU to all the 8 graders and their teache

From October 8 thru October 18, the 4" graders will be
working on Thanksgiving frames and superhero akwioiring
their regular art classes with Ms. Hemmens. Weagking 4
graders to bring one energy bar to art class (P8aerCliff
Bar, Granola Bar, etc.) by October™t? attach to their art-
work. Participation is completely voluntary.

The entire month of October @peration Smile. We are ask-
ing the entire May Watts community to consider pigkup an
extra toothbrush, travel size toothpaste, derakf{lor energy
bar the next time you are at the grocery storgolf visit a
dentist this month, consider donating the sampdesget from
your visit. You can drop off donations in a bintbg bench
outside the main office. Troops also love birthdayds or
thank you notes they can send. We will ship out neund of
care packages at the end of October.

Notes and items from home help boost the morataiof
troops! We hope to bring smiles to the faces ofaalopted
Marines. If you have any suggestions or questanmit the
“Art for Heroes” project, please contact Kira Trirat
Trunck3@gmail.com

Kira Trunck
Project S.H.A.R.E. Chairperson
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Thank you to all our May

Watts families for attend-

ing September’s Ice

Cream Social. The eve-

ning proved to be warm

(and the lunchroom even

warmer) - a perfect night

for cool treats! Those of

you who were able to

join us for the PTA meeting that followed know
that the executive committee shared some exciting
plans for the upcoming year...

Environmental Committee

We are very excited to announce the creation of the
May Watts Environmental Committee. The com-
mittee, which is in its planning stages, will be a
permanent part of our Health & Safety program
along with Helping Hands, Walk on Wednesday,
and another new committee ‘Watts on the Move.’
Standing Chair Diane Glonek is eagerly recruiting
volunteers, chairs, and community input to get the

(FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT, @ntinued on page 8)
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October is Disability Awareness Month

“Disability” is defined by the Americans with Disiibes Act of 1990|—
as "a physical or mental impairment that substhyfienits one or
more major life activities."

Why should we, as a school community, care aboseallity Aware-
ness Month? Perhaps the fact that we a@&riag school community
is the best reason. Another is that each of ugjrhye of living in a
community, is affected in some way by another person’s disab

Within our school, there are students living araténg with Asthma
Diabetes, Down Syndrome, Epilepsy, Dyslexia, Aufisfascular
Dystrophy and Speech Disorders, to name just a fHvese kids are like everyone else in their alassost
ways. They want to do well. They want to make keep friends. They like to laugh and goof offnddike
most other kids, they probably do not want peoplalwvays focus on what is different about them.

The next Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA meesrgcheduled for October 20, at 7:00 p.m. at thei§&ro 3
Education Center. Our speaker that evening wiDIsgrict 204 Superintendent Kathy Birkett. Wekdorward *®
to meeting you! .

Kim Lee
IPSN PTA liaison

18 }—“ee>EE™MGCGUEIE«<E«
All students at May Watts take part in a schoolenviitizenship ~" GG zGGEG-4“G
program. The expectations, rules, and consequeecesn the

same throughout the school. Students see conggtetite class- L' —"G-™MG «G-&G

room, playground, Art/Music/PE, and other areahiaagthe hal- . E(E«G,-G-E*—G

way and bathroom. Although each area may havdiaddi S e ™Gy e EGA-"""GC

rules that are specific to the
location (such as the play-
ground), the school-wide focu:
is on the concept of Respect.
We use the slogan of:

»-GzSe—-“Gk™ 3AG
>GtT G~"5>>3UGG
{ee8G——8e50—0G
70" GeE“—G-™Z"eT
S iEGC e <G—""eGrEG
Respect  Yourself "_ere" GtT G
Others ~">>8G~"""G>-G
Environment =~ 2S:--"G<" SUGG
N _ {+*8G*3G"GZ™E">G
To encourage good C|t_|zensh|| e _TMyees G>—C
behavior, we uggaw prints for
individual behavior that is above and beyond whabipected.
We usegold tickets for group behavior that is excellent. The
paw prints can be turned in for prizes such asagxpcorn day:s
for the class. The gold tickets are collectedheyteacher and t 1e
class may earn something such as an extra reééssvill updat:
you further on our efforts to encourage good aitstep at May

cE“—G>+EGwW{hSG

—+“ GME"®*™MESG GS-e—“EG-+G+—0
S GCGE S+ CGhEG—+EG™M-_"G+—"EUG!
SoCE™MGe—"RH>EE™ee7ZG>—G' EE—G>ee
Z™M "G e e % EUGGGP*G -G " ™MEG-:
cE“—+2ZSGC—“E " SEGS-+>"S>Gk*"+EGn

"Gz +E> Gj*"+™MG >GOJ]ZWPG[Y_TW][Z

Watts as the year continues. ¢ >
_ ««Z"—e®'g2-27" UBG
Terri Andrews

PE Teacher



/

; ;1
Please join us for

May Watts Fall Family Reading Night
Parent & Children Grades K-2
Wednesday, October 7, 6:30-8:00

The events of the evening include:
Parent/child scavenger hunt in the

LMC
Showcase Monarch Award nomine¢
books
Destiny at-home access presentatich
Crafts for the children
How parents can help choose “Just
Right Books”
Reading with your child (Using
fix-up strategies)

Note: This is an encore presentation of
last spring’s Family Reading Night. We
will offer a similar event for advanced
readers later in the school year.

Watch for the flyer coming home. If yoy
would like more information, email
linda_denicolo@ipsd.orgr
laurie_may@ipsd.org

Also, turn to page 9 of this newsletter far
news about the Scholastic Book Fair
coming the first week of November.

Laurie May
LMC Director

$$%
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May Watts Students — we want your
ART STARS entry to reflect YOU!

The PTA-sponsored ART STARS program is back, bniggiur
own May Watts student art gallery to the schoobipob

We’'re currently enjoying creative works from théday Watts
ART STARS:

Natalia 1G Jacob R. 2BA
Morgan C. 2G Kate R. 4Z
Alexandra G. 1W Sophia S. 2BA
Samuel K. 3K Esther W. 3A
Jenna P. 1G James W. 3BR
Ryan P. 4G Jessica W. KF

Thank you each so much for sharing your inspiradiod enriching
our school with your wonderful artwork!

Please share a creative work and add YOUR perspaalil pizzazz
to our school’'s main entrance. You can share 2BDopieces, cre-
ated at home or in class. Please label your aktwith your name
and classroom and place it in the main office ibythe ART
STARS folio.

Looking for inspiration? October's ART STARS theopgions are
“Autumn Beauty” and
“Color Me Pumpkin”.

PTA Bulletin Board Committee
Andrea Hirniak-Sandy,
630-416-2036,
haole67@yahoo.comr

Paula Popko, 630-416-8855,
leepopko@wideopenwest.com




In physical education class, we have been pragtiaind testing the Fitness Gram.
Students have just completed the PACER, Curl-up Resh-up test, and Sit and
reach. We have just started the optional evertading the long jump, trunk lift
(Superman), and the flexed arm hang. Here ised éxiplanation of the events:

PACER- students run from one side of the gym to therotfidney must reach the
line before the timed “beep” on the test soundseylrun as many laps as they
can, as the cadence gets faster. We sometimes-80 [2ps for warm-up (about 4
minutes), but on the test they go as long as thay c

Curl-ups- Students must lift head and shoulders and reafir 3% -3 grades,
and 4 %" for & and 5th

Push-ups These are 90 degree elbow bend perfect push-ups

Sit and Reach This year we are testing both legs to check sytmynaé flexibility

We practice these events and the trunk lift EVHRYY in our warm-ups. Many
students are struggling with the push-up testeiflieakness lies in the@re—
abs, back, and waist. We have been improvindahigracticingolanks—
holding push-up position and focusing on keepingttoms out of the air, and
stomachs off the ground”. This is great practireadults, too!

Terri Andrews
PE Teacher

Save the date!
Family Science Night
will be held the
evening of Tuesday,
January 26, 2010 in

the May Watts gymnasium.

Back by popular demand,
“Mr. Freeze” will dazzle us

with the wonders of liquid
Nitrogen.

For more information, or to

volunteer to assist with this

event, please contact either
Laura Dovalovsky

or Arlene Farrar at

Farrar-

lene@aol.com.




Wednesday, October 7, 2009

Join children and adults around the world to celebthe benefits ¢

walking!

A designated parent will meet walkers at each effthlowing cor-
ners at 8:50 a.m.:

Sequoia & River
River & Oakton
Book & Whispering Hills

Sequoia & Sanctuary
Ada & Sanctuary

*Bussers note: Parent volunteers will meet bussddren when
they arrive at school and take a walk (one laplagcthe school.

0+ )*((
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Thank you to all who have submitted Box
Tops for Education — 2,446 Box Tops have
been collected so farl The contest between
the classrooms is off to a good start — Ms.
Winslow's class has collected 394 Box Tops
and is in the lead! One family submitted 350
Box Tops with help from their grandparents!
Our first contest of the year ends October 16,
2009 so please send in those Box Tops!

Note that Box Tops do have expiration dates,
so please check before submitting them as
General Mills will not accept expired ones
and they will not be counted in class totals for
contests. Your Box tops should be submitted
one month before the expiration date.

How to participate:

Clip 10¢ Box Tops for Education Label
found on General Mill's products. To see
the complete list of qualifying products,

you can check out their websithttp:/
www.boxtops4education.com/Downloads/
Global/ParticipatingProductsFlyer2008. pdf
Place your Box Tops in an envelope or bag
with your teacher’'s nameon it. Place the
envelope/bag in the Box Tops for Education
Box in the LMC.

Box Tops Sweepstakes

General Mills also runs sweepstakes for
which you could possibly win big for our
school! EnteEVERY DAY for a chance to
win:

500,000 Bonus Box Tops (a $50,000
value!) grand prize by visiting http://
www.thebigclip.conthrough October 31,
2009 and

100 Bonus Box Tops and entry for the
1,000 Box Tops grand prize by visitihgtp://
bettycrocker.promo.eprize.com/
win100boxtopsthrough October 13, 2009.

Thank you for your support of this great
program!

Julia Ballent, Box Tops Chair
jtball7 @yahoo.com
630-717-7285




(FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT, @ntinued from page 3)

program up and running. We are lookingjat

ways the PTA can work with our school,

neighborhood and school district to redu L

reuse and recycle a variety of items that affectstudents’ daily
lives. If you'd like to volunteer, or just share i@ea, please contac
Diane atddglonek@wowway.com

Watts on the Move

After an enthusiastic turn out at last May’s “Waitsthe Move”
family health and fitness fair, we have decidegrmmote this one-
time event to an annual celebration of food, eseraind healthy
lifestyle choices. Last year's event, funded lgrant received by
our hard-working ‘Walk on Wednesday' committee téead ven-
dors, yoga and dance demonstrations, an inflatdigtacle course,
and delicious, healthy snacks donated by area &éss@s. If you
would like to participate in the organization ofstfun family
event, or just share some ideas, please contatthHea Safety
Standing Chair Diane Glonek @tlglonek@wowway.com

Art Awareness

The Art Awareness program -- a valuable part oftedmcational
Enrichment committee -- is in the process of réogia makeover!
Standing Chair Suzanne Hribal has begun updatimdetitured
works of art and support materials to keep the fanogcurrent.
Suzanne and Art Awareness co-chair Dorie Ytterbeélicbe hold-
ing an informational meeting on Octobdt & 6:30 p.m. in the
LMC for anyone interested in volunteering for thia program.
NO (and we mean NO) art background is necessal!inaterials
and information are provided, all you need to pdevis an hour’'s
worth of your time. Please contact Suzanne at35302094 if you
have any questions.

Please join us at our next PTA general meeting onddy, No-
vember 18 at 7:00 p.m. in the LMC. As always, the meetirity w
be casual and brief, and everyone is welcome éméit Plan on
joining Mr. Raczak that evening from 6:00 — 7:06hp.when he
will be available to discuss any parent questiansoocerns.

Cassie Burns
May Watts PTA President
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J E D $unpeighborhood safe for our childre

vwy sent home soon.

Kindergarten teacher Mrs.
Lisa Faulhaber has given
birth to a baby boy! Kyle

Michael Faulhaber was born

at 3:59 am on Thursday,

September 24 (also May

Watts secretary Ms. Helen

Keene’s birthday!), weighing

7 Ibs. 6 0z. and measuring 19

1/2 inches long! Congratulations to the family!

Your child will

soon be bringing

home information

about the Helping

Hand Program.

This important

program was

developed to

ensure children

have safe adult

assistance available in emergency
situations, such as a child being lost,
frightened, injured, or ill. The Naper-
ville Police Department provides ap-
proved households with a sign indicat
ing the house is a safe place for a chi
to go in the event of an emergency.
This sign is red with a white hand ano
hopefully you have seen these signs
some of your neighbors’ windows.
You can help support this program in
two ways. First, tell your child about
the Helping Hand Program and point
out the Helping Hand Households in
your neighborhood. Secondly, com-
plete an application and volunteer to |
a Helping Hand Household. Let’s kee

by having our streets lined with Help-
JWngHand Houses! Applications will be

I\?e?an?e Hinds
FH%hﬁﬁ"\g Hand Program Chair
D Whhindls@wideopenwest.com

R(GB0Y B&Y-5796
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All Aboard!

May Watts School and Scholastic Books presents :

—
SALE DATES |
Jwed. Nov.4th  8am—8pm |
IThurs. Nov. 5th 8:45am—4pm
Fri. Nov. 6th 8:45am—4pm I
IMon. Nov. 7th 8:45am—4pm I
ITues. Nov. 10th 8am—38pm I
|

I We accept cash, checks and credit cards. Make

checks payable to May Watts School.

Each year, the May Watts Book Fair provides theesgary funds to support
the school’s Library Media Center (LMC). Througbuy generous support of
this event, we are able to purchase new booksaceplorn books & provide

reading programs for the children of May Watts.afik you for your

continued support!

$$%

%



ART AWARENESS PROGRAM VOLUNTEER MEETING

. . . . . . ¢ 2 = &
There will be an informational meeting for all voteers interested in ; =T » .

assisting in the classroom for the Art AwarenesgyRim. Details of in-
volvement and presentation, and the art projectthfoclasses will be
explained. This is an EASY way to come into tressland talk to the
students — it can even be done on your lunch hinimal preparation
is needed and NO experience in ART is required.y@d need is a will-
ingness to spend 30-40 minutes in the classroomyeitir students!

Everyone interested in the Art Awareness prograemiouraged to attend to hear what the program is
about, ask questions and even sign up for youd'shilassroom. Join us donday , October 5" at
6:30pmin the LMC. For more information (or if you canradtend but wish to be contacted to volunteer
please contact Suzanne Hribal, 630-357-2094 oreD¢tterberg, 630-717-0676.
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The November Watts Up will be posted the wgek
of 11/2. Please send me your articles by 10/26!

/+01% 1 %123

Maureen Overman

10/12/09 NO SCHOOL (Columbus Day) 630-717-5485/maureenoverman@yahoo.com
10/14/09 Early dismissal at 12 noon (teacher in

service half day)
10/15/09 May Watts Night at Culver’s of Aurore,

Rt. 59 & 75th St., 4 pm - 8 pm
10/20/09 May Watts Elementary hosts District $6on Friday, October

Fall Conference in MPR at 6:45 pm 30, May Watts
10/23/09 End of first quarter students will
10/26/09 Watts Uparticles are due for Nov. IC:e'et.”ate a Fall

estival and

11/04/09 Parent/Teacher conferences Halloween

4:30 - 8 pm Parade.The
11/4/09-11/10/09 May Watts Book Fair in the LMC Halloween
11/10/09 NO SCHOOL (Parent/Teacher parade will

conferences 8 am - 3 pm and oo 8t 2:00 pm

rom the north gym

4:30 - 8 pm) doors, wind around the front of the school, ahd
11/11/09 NO SCHOOL (Veterans Day) end at the south gym doowgeather permit-
11/16/09 General PTA meeting (7 pm in LMC) | ting. Please keep the sidewalk areas (where
11/23/09 Watts Uparticles are due for Dec. the students will walk) clear of people, dogs,

11/25/09-11/27/09  NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Break) flj[g':fdte;féazgfggtjoir;gﬁﬁgrgg ke e

photos or talk to your child. Check your
child’s backpack mail and the list serve emails
in the coming days for acceptable costume
guidelines.

ODUN \RXU FDOHQGDU IRU The PTA will sponsor room parties for the
students from 2:30 pm to 3:15 pmwith
7KXUVGD\ 2FWREHU games and a snack and drink. Again, watch

&XOYHU V RI $XURUD backpack mail and list serve emails for details
5W DQG WK 6WUHHW LV KDIYLQJ 0D\|:a&uiyhe snack and drink in the days ahead
1LJKW )URP SP RXU VFKRRO| ZLNN 1l Hisbbo

RI DOO &XOYHU V VDOHV LQFP
WKUX 6R MRLQ WKH WHDFKHUV\
OD\ :DWWYV IDPLOLHV IRU WKH IXR
WR JHW WRJHWKHU ZLWK \RXU I{L
VRPH JUHDW IRRG 6HH \RX WKHU
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If you haven't already done so, sign up now to recdlay
Watts school announcements via email subscriptian. I u
receive announcements, send an email from the ciemat
which you wish to receive announcements to:
maywatts-news-on@ipsd.org.

To receive information from District 204, go to théstrict’s
webpage at www.ipsd.org and sign up on the righdr&de
of the page.

I $$%



